
ENGL 191 section 11
INTRODUCTION TO RHETORICAL 
AND ANALYTICAL WRITING

Instructor: Jason Tham
Office: Room 49, Robert Wick Science Building



Course at a Glance
Class meeting time: 11am-12:40pm, Tuesday & Thursday
Classroom: 215, 51Building
Instructor: Jason Tham, thja0905@stcloudstate.edu 

This course is designed to promote an understanding of composing processes such as 
brainstorming, drafting, and revision; rhetorical concepts such as purpose, audience, and 
persona; and conventions for organizing and editing academic writing.

You should leave this course with a better sense of your own writing process(es), a 
greater ability to adapt various rhetorical situations, and a higher level of confidence in 
your reading, researching, and evaluation abilities.

Course Syllabus
The works we will do in this course include the following:
•	 Personal narrative
•	 Academic writing
•	 Professional & technical communication
•	 Visual & digital rhetoric
•	 Collaborative writing & critique

Required Readings
•	 Everyone’s	An	Author by Lunsford et al. 
•	 Huskies	Write by Veeder & Tham
•	 Writing	Commons by Moxley (available online for free)

Recommended Background
Students are asked to be open-minded and participative in discussions and social 
interactions, both online and offline. Although this class will employ numerous social 
networking tools and multimedia production software during the course of study, 
students are not expected to have prior proficiency in manipulating those tools. During 
this course, you will gain basic familiarity with:
•	 Word-processing programs (such as Microsoft Word, WordPress, Google Doc)
•	 Image manipulation software (such as Photoshop & other online image editors)
•	 Audio recording and editing software (such as SoundCloud & GarageBand)
•	 Video recording and editing software (such as Windows Movie Maker & iMovie)

This course will help you to develop a 
better process and gain confidence in 
written, visual, and oral communication 
and to create and critique college-level 
documents and presentations.



Course Format
We will adopt a “flipped” classroom model for teaching and learning in this course. Aside from 
the two-days-per-week class meeting, you are responsible for all readings and videos assigned 
outside the regular class time. You will need to come to class ready to share your opinions 
and reflections on the materials assigned so we can hold rich class discussions around topics 
related to writing and communication. 

FAQs
What resources do I need for this class? Beyond a positive attitude, time to do the readings 
and assignments, and a willingness to work, you will need regular access to a computer, a 
connection to the Internet, and basic software for doing written, visual, and oral activities. 
While you can use commercial software if you already own it, all of the software you need is 
free and available online or on campus computers. Besides the required textbook, you will also 
be referred to free, online texts such as Writing Commons and the Purdue OWL.

Will I get feedback on my written work? Yes. You will receive peer assessments and instructor’s 
feedback on your work. Most important for developing competence and confidence, you will 
learn how to assess your own work.

Will this course provide instruction on grammar? Not so much. Mechanics (for example, 
punctuation, capitalization, spelling) and grammar are important, so you’ll be given references 
to check mechanics and grammar. However, this course focuses on creating effective writing, 
visuals, and oral presentations.

I don’t plan to be an English major, is this course right for me? The purpose of this class is 
to help you be an effective writer and communicator. Through the lessons and assignments 
in this course, you will acquire reading and writing as a background to your chosen field of 
study, be it in health and human services; applied science, math, engineering, or technology; 
business; social sciences; or arts and humanities. This course aims to prepare you to excel in 
higher-level courses by preparing you to think and write rhetorically and analytically.

How can I get an A in this course? You will succeed in this course as long as you follow 
the instructions and guidelines given by the instructor. Regular individual consultation or 
conference with your instructor will also help you gain a better grasp of the course materials 
and answer your questions. One other thing to watch out for is your attendance – you are 
not allowed to be absent for more than six class sessions, otherwise you will fail the course 
automatically. 

Please	visit	www.jasontham.com/engl-191	for	detailed	course	requirements	and	syllabus.	Once	you	have	
understood	the	course	expectations,	sign	the	attached	course	agreement	and	return	it	to	your	instructor	by	
the	second	class	session.



Course Agreement
I, _______________________________, hereby declare that I have fully read and understood 
all expectations posted in this syllabus for ENGL-191-11 Spring 2014. I will fully comply with 
the policy and complete the required assignments in order to get the most of this course. I 
understand that I will be penalized for unsatisfactory work and will receive a failing grade for 
missing more than 6 classes during the semester. I also promise to retain confidentiality about 
conversations with the instructors and other students that took place inside the classroom all 
throughout the semester.

Signature:       Date:

p.s: You’ve just signed your life to this. Now, let’s enjoy the ride!


